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COMMISSIONER FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE — APPOINTMENT — COLIN PETTIT 
Statement by Member for Maylands 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.50 pm]: After three years without a permanent Western Australian 
Commissioner for Children and Young People, I welcome the announcement that Mr Colin Pettit will take up 
the post next week. Colin Pettit brings a significant range of knowledge, skills and experience to the position of 
commissioner, which is focused on improving the wellbeing of children and young people, particularly 
Indigenous, vulnerable and disadvantaged children. Mr Pettit returns to Western Australia after completing 
a four-and-a-half-year stint as secretary of education in the Department of Education in Tasmania and he starts in 
the role of commissioner on 16 November. 
The office of the Commissioner for Children and Young People is a statutory body established independent of 
government. I encourage our new commissioner to pursue the critical issues that need to be addressed to improve 
the safety and wellbeing of children and young people in WA. Western Australian children deserve an independent 
commissioner who is willing to highlight deficiencies in our state’s policies, systems and processes that affect 
children. I urge the new commissioner to move quickly to implement the remaining recommendations made by 
Justice Blaxell in his inquiry into institutional abuse, known as the Katanning inquiry. In my view, the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People has a significant role to play in preventing further child abuse in 
WA. I thank and congratulate Jenni Perkins on her achievements in the role of acting commissioner, in particular 
the leadership that the acting commissioner showed in producing the landmark consultation with Aboriginal 
children and young people called “Listen To Us”, which was the largest consultation with Aboriginal children and 
young people ever undertaken in this state. I thank Ms Jennifer Perkins and wish her all the best for the future. 
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